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place in time, a representation submitted to the conditions of apparition and development of these events. The recital is the presentation of events which have taken place, and of which the reproduction is regulated by the narrator in conformity with the laws of exposition and persuasion. . . . The essential difference is then that the event of the novel takes place, whereas that of the recital has taken place, that the recital is ordered around a past and the novel in a present not verbal but psychological." 1 This is Mr Fernandez's main generalisation. I would like to quote all that he says about it, but I shall have to limit myself to the paragraphs which apply particularly to the period novel.
44Treating of the past, of the lived, of the terminated," he says, "the recital is not obliged to respect the characters, or the actual and living development of a scene or of a psychic complex; it may substitute for them, in fact most often it does substitute for them, a mode of presentation nearer, on the one hand, to reasoning and the intellectual laws of combination, and on the other
1 Messages, Ramon Fernandez. Librairie Gallimard, Paris. Also translated by Montgomery Belgion. (Cape.) I have used Mr Belgion's translation.